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Analysis of legislative proposal





Webinars with Background Information 

• Webinar: “Upcoming EU proposal 
on NGTs: The Calm Before the 
Storm”

• Link to webinar here.

• Webinar: “Legislative Process on 
NGTs: Advocacy Update”

• Link to webinar here.

https://ifoameu.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/sites/extranet/Policy/Let%27s%20discuss%20organic!%202023/Session%205%20-%20Upcoming%20EU%20proposal%20on%20New%20Genomic%20Technique%20(NGTs)/Let%27s%20Discuss%20Organic%20Session%205%20-%20The%20Calm%20Be.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=m1Bquv&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19
https://ifoameu.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/extranet/EZ-tRqB6uQtGk3qm7eJw9PUBIpKphoDQ5mvbFKQq_pOdAA?e=QZRd5L


Advocacy: European Council 

• Agricultural Ministers

• Spanish presidency (July-December)

▪ “matter of life or death”

▪ In the member extranet, you can find the working schedule and upcoming 

meetings of the Council on the topic of NGTs.

• Belgian presidency upcoming (Jan-June)

➢Vote for general approach in December 10-11. 



It is going to be difficult […]”



Advocacy: European Council

Letter:  20 July

• Call for traceability and co-

existence measures

Letter: 5 September 

• Call for holistic approach to 

“sustainability” in agriculture 

(link)

https://www.organicseurope.bio/content/uploads/2023/08/IFOAMEU_Letter-to-Ministers_AgriCouncil05092023_FV.pdf?dd


Advocacy: European Council

Letter:  20 November
• 1) We call to your attention the 

recently published briefing paper on 
the approach of the organic 
movement to sustainability in 
breeding, which stands in contrast to 
the notion promoted in the current 
legislative proposal.

• 2) We call on you to maintain the 
prohibition of all NGTs from organic 
production and offer the adequate 
means to substantiate freedom of 
choice for producers.

• 3) We raise our concerns about 
the arbitary as well as legally, 
politically and scientifically 
unsound definitional 
changes introduced in the Council 
presidencies' draft proposal in regards 
to the definition of "NGT plants".



Advocacy: European Council 



Insight into the European Council Working Group

• Spanish presidency compromise proposal remains close to COM 
proposal

• MS are frustrated in Council Working Group on the chairmanship of the 
Spanish presidency

• Compromise text?

• Compromise content?

▪ Deletion of opt-out for NGT2 (but no mandatory national coexistence 
measures)

▪ Exclusion of herbicide-tolerant plants from Cat. 1

▪ unchanged retention of Art. 5(2) (prohibition in organic farming) and Art. 
10 (labelling down to seed level)

▪ Likely no change on supply chain and consumer labelling



Blocking minority?



Advocacy: European Parliament

Preliminary Timeline

• AGRI Committee vote: 11 

December

• ENVI Committee vote: 11 January

• Plenary vote: 15-18 January



Rough Mapping of MEP positions in committees

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UcsMjaqsGmBgdObFYdDqPU3P-j4DNxod/edit#gid=1223825572


Controversial Draft Report from EPP rapporteur 



Organic Farming Remains GMO-free

• All GMOs, including Category 1 and 2 NGT plants remain prohibited in 
Organic Production

• Balancing act

• The alternative would be that NGTs would only be banned via the EU 
Organic Regulation

• Would open the door to undesired changes on other aspects of the whole 
Organic Regulation

• Would prevent the needed legal clarity and the establishment of 
safeguards of GM-free production, meaning that responsibility for 
ensuring this would lie with the organic industry itself (EU Organic 
Regulation)



Controversial Draft Report from EPP rapporteur 

• Deletion of ban of Category 

1 NGTs in organic 



IFOAM Organics Europe Reaction: Press Release 

https://www.organicseurope.bio/content/uploads/2023/10/IFOAMEU_policy_GMO_press-release_NGT-ban-organic_202310.pdf?dd


Advocacy: European Parliament

• Intense exchanges for amendment suggestions 

• Deadlines passed (9 Nov AGRI; 15 Nov ENVI)

• 1193 amendments in ENVI Committee tabled

• NGO coordination

• IFOAM Organics Europe: 37 amendment suggestions

▪ Tabled in ENVI by MEPs from Renew, EPP, S&D, and Greens

• AGRI and ENVI amendments: 

▪ Worse than COM proposal (both the compromise amendments and the 

individual amendments)

▪ Except for patents



Advocacy: European Parliament

• Letter Outreach to all MEPs in October

• 3 key demands

✓the importance to maintain the explicit ban within the legislative 

proposal of all NGTs for the purposes of organic production…

✓…which needs to be underpinned by the appropriate legal and 

technical framework, which is not currently the case in the 

Commission’s proposal, namely full traceability for all NGTs and co-

existence rules, and

✓our concerns connected to patents on conventional traits and plant 

material, which will be exacerbated by a new legislation on NGTs. 

https://ifoameu.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/extranet/Policy/GMOs/Drafted%20Letters%20to%20MEPs%20or%20Ministries/IFOAMEU_policy_GMO_LettertoMEPsOctober2023.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=ofm38f




Traceability and Co-existence



Traceability and Co-existence



3 Scenarios for Category 1 NGTs 



1st Scenario – Commissions’ proposal

Public Register and Seed Labelling 

& Explicit Ban in Organic

• Confidentiality issues

• What about NGT products other than seeds? 

▪ Food additives, vitamins, 5% conventional margin, emergency 

derogations…

• B2B labelling self organized in organic supply chain?

• Contaminations without detection methods?

• Imports and international trade?

• Consumer and citizen perception



2nd Scenario – Organic & Labelling Out 

Public Register remains, but no seed labelling 

& no Explicit ban in Organic

• Ban in Organic Regulation instead?

▪ Repetition of pesticide dilemma?

▪ Polluter pays principle?

▪ Regulatory uncertainty

• Seed labelling missing -> public register as useful source for 

farmers and breeders?

• B2B, consumer perception, contamination, and 

confidentiality issues remain (Scenario 1) 



3rd Scenario – Traceability without labelling

Traceability re-established for NGT 1, but no consumer labelling

& Explicit Ban in Organic

• Traceability throughout the full supply chain

• Similar to NGT 2 provisions (and resulting problematique)

• No consumer labelling = no threshold (e.g. 0.9%) for 

labelling

• No detection methods available 

• Member States may take co-existence measures, but on what 

basis in the absence of detection methods
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