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PRESS RELEASE
GREEN CLAIMS: BETTER METHODOLOGIES NEEDED TO ASSESS
ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE OF FOOD & TEXTILES PRODUCTS

BRUSSELS, 29 NOVEMBER 2022 — IFOAM Organics Europe welcomes news about the Commission’s decision to
postpone the publication of the Substantiating Green Claim Directive. This will allow to re-evaluate the relevance
of the Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) such as the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) methodology to assess “green
claims” and measure the environmental impact of bio-sourced products such as food and textiles.

Jan Plagge, IFOAM Organics Europe’s President, said: “Fighting greenwashing, providing meaningful information
to consumers on the impact of the food products they buy, and incentivising producers to adopt truly sustainable
practices, are essential to transition towards sustainable food systems. But these objectives cannot be achieved
on the basis of the PEF methodology that disregards the use of pesticides and the impact of different production
methods on biodiversity, also failing to consider the complexity of agri-food systems”.

Eduardo Cuoco, IFOAM Organics Europe’s Director comments: “The Product Environmental Footprint (PEF)
methods are not designed to reflect the reality of complex agri-food systems in a multi-dimensional way. The
PEF does not properly consider the use of inputs like pesticides, negative and positive externalities of different
agriculture production methods on biodiversity, soil quality, deforestation nor planetary boundaries. IFOAM
Organics Europe supports the idea of protecting consumers from deceiving green claims on food but believes
this should be properly discussed. The impact of inputs used should be considered while providing meaningful
information to consumers should be part of the assessment.

Eric Gall, IFOAM Organics Europe’s Deputy Director, adds: “Different methodologies point towards different
desirable futures for the agriculture and food sector, and this should be openly discussed. The EU needs an open
debate on the best methodologies to provide detailed, fair, and unbiased information to consumers on the
environmental impacts of different methods of production of agri-food products — at the same time considering
the key concerns of European citizens and the priorities of the Farm to Fork and Biodiversity strategies.”

Ends.

For more information please contact:

Eric Gall, Deputy Director and Policy Manager

or

Eva Berckmans, Communications Manager

+32 2 416 52 32, eva.berckmans@organicseurope.bio
or visit www.organicseurope.bio

Useful links
IFOAM Organics Europe's position paper on sustainability labelling
The technical briefing highlighting the limitations of the PEF’'s methodology
An open letter by civil society, farmers, of retailers and processors criticising the PEF methodology
applied to food products

Rue du Commerce 124 — 1000 Brussels — Belgium — Phone: +32 2 280 12 23 — Email: info@organicseurope.bio


https://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/smgp/initiative_on_green_claims.htm
https://www.organicseurope.bio/content/uploads/2022/09/IFOAMEU_policy_position-paper_sustainability-labelling_202209.pdf?dd
https://www.organicseurope.bio/content/uploads/2022/10/ifoameu_policy_PEF-methodology_202210.pdf?dd
https://foodpolicycoalition.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Joint-letter-on-concerns-over-PEF-methodology-for-agri-food-products.-MAR-2022..pdf
https://foodpolicycoalition.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Joint-letter-on-concerns-over-PEF-methodology-for-agri-food-products.-MAR-2022..pdf

«  Recordings of the webinar Green Claims & PEF: how can metrics foster or destroy sustainability? during
which various actors from economic, political and research background explored the implications of the
methodological choices around the environmental labelling of food and textiles products

»  Our work on food policies

> FOOD LABELLING, PART OF THE SOLUTION?

Examples of the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) methodology

?? Free range & organic eggs

Eggs from caged hens
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IFOAM Organics Europe is the European umbrella organisation for organic food and farming. With almost 200
members in 34 European countries, our work spans the entire organic food chain and beyond: from farmers and
processors organisations, retailers, certifiers, consultants, traders and researchers to environmental and
consumer advocacy bodies. In 2022, IFOAM Organics Europe is turning 20, IFOAM Organics International 50 and
IFOAM Asia 10. Celebrate the Year of Organics with us!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENrsbPtQaQ0
https://www.organicseurope.bio/what-we-do/food-policy/
https://www.organicseurope.bio/about-us/20-years/
https://www.organicseurope.bio/what-we-do/food-policy/
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