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PRESS RELEASE

NEW PROJECT LAUNCHED FOR ORGANIC PIG AND POULTRY FARMERS TO FIND SOLUTIONS
FOR 100% USE OF ORGANIC AND REGIONAL FEED

NEWBURY (UK), 22 JANUARY 2018 — A new project — OK-Net EcoFeed — aimed at helping organic pig
and poultry farmers in achieving the goal of 100% use of organic and regional feed was launched today.
A key objective of organic farming is that animals are fed with feed produced at or near the farm. Yet,
this is difficult to achieve in large parts of Europe. Organic feed and livestock production are
concentrated in different regions. Animal feed often has to be imported from regions far away from
where the animals are raised. The problem is most challenging for protein feed, which is sometimes
even not available in organic quality.

Dr. Bram Moeskops, OK-Net EcoFeed project coordinator said: “The lack of organic and regional feed
threatens the sustainability of organic agriculture as well as consumers’ confidence. OK-Net EcoFeed
will work with farmers, breeders and the organic feed industry to make practical solutions available to
improve the use of organic and regional feed.” All knowledge generated by the project will be
formatted in practical fact sheets and videos and made available on the OK-Net knowledge platform.

Dr. Bruce Pearce, Deputy Director Programmes at the Organic Research Centre said: “OK-Net EcoFeed
will work with 11 innovation groups that will facilitate the exchange of knowledge among farmers,
business actors, researchers and advisors. These groups will identify innovations from the ground up
and ensure that solutions disseminated by the project “work in the real world” of farming and business.
The innovation groups are amongst the most pioneering in organic pig and poultry production in their
country”.

Ends.

For more information please contact:

Magdalena Wawrzonkowska, Communications Manager
+32(0)2 808 79 91
magdalena.wawrzonkowska@ifoam-eu.org

Bram Moeskops, OK-Net EcoFeed Project Coordinator,
+32 (0)2 416 27 61 bram.moeskops@ifoam-eu.org
or visit www.ifoam-eu.org
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Notes for editors:

OK-Net EcoFeed is coordinated by IFOAM EU and involves 19 partners from 11 countries throughout
Europe. The project is financed by Horizon 2020, the EU’s main funding instrument for research and
innovation. OK-Net EcoFeed is funded under the umbrella of the European Innovation Partnership for
Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability (EIP-AGRI). This policy instrument aims to foster innovation
by connecting farmers and researchers. OK-Net EcoFeed started in January 2018 and will run until
December 2020. The project kick-off meeting took place at the Organic Research Centre in Newbury
(United Kingdom) from 22 to 24 January.

OK-Net EcoFeed will build on the experiences of the OK-Net Arable project that established the OKNet
knowledge platform. The OK-Net knowledge platform exists for farmers and farm associations to find
practical solutions in organic farming, and at the same time discuss how it works on the field, in their
geographic and climatic conditions.

The partners of OK-Net EcoFeed are: IFOAM EU (Belgium), ICROFS (Denmark), FiBL (Switzerland),
Organic Research Centre (UK), The Soil Association (UK), ITAB (France), IFIP (France), CRAPL (France),
ITAVI (France), FNAB (France), Bioland & Bioland Beratung (Germany), AIAB (Italy), SLU (Sweden),
Danube Soya Austria & Danube Soya Serbia, Ecovalia (Spain), Universidad de Cérdoba (Spain), CITHEAM
Bari (Italy).

Links:
OK-Net Net knowledge platform: farmknowledge.org

OK-Net EcoFeed has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 773911. This
communication only reflects the author’s view. The Research Executive Agency is
not responsible for any use that may be made of the information provided.

* X %
# %
* *

%

*
* g X

IFOAM EU represents more than 190 member organisations in the EU-28, the EU accession countries
and EFTA. Member organisations span the entire organic food chain and beyond: from farmers and
processors organisations, retailers, certifiers, consultants, traders and researchers to environmental
and consumer advocacy bodies.
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