PRESS RELEASE
Organic farming insufficiently addressed in draft EU Water Resilience Strategy

BRUSSELS, 16 MAY 2025 — Following the leak of the European Commission’s draft Water Resilience Strategy,
IFOAM Organics Europe welcomes the draft’s prioritisation of nature-based solutions but expresses concern over
the lack of concrete action to effectively protect water resources from pollution from pesticides, and the minimal
attention paid to organic farming specifically, despite its well-documented benefits for water quality, availability,
and resilience.

“Organic farming is one of the most effective tools we have to reduce water pollution, improve soil health and
increase resilience to drought and floods,” said Jan Plagge, President of IFOAM Organics Europe. “It is
disappointing to see this potential largely overlooked in the draft. We strongly urge the Commission to recognise
organic’s contribution more clearly in the final strategy, especially in relation to the current and future CAP.”

Organic farming delivers concrete, measurable benefits for water resilience:

e Eliminates synthetic pesticides and associated pollution.

e  Cuts nitrate leaching by 28—-39% by banning synthetic fertilisers.

e Improves soil health, increasing organic matter by 35%, which boosts water retention.

e Enhances infiltration by up to 256% and water storage by up to 100%.

e Strengthens climate resilience, with organic yields surpassing conventional crop yields by up to 90%
during drought years.

e  Critically, organic is cheaper for society. The cost of groundwater pollution for a hectare of conventional
potatoes is estimated at €1,298, while for organic potatoes it is just €0.40.

The Water Resilience Strategy draft falls short on decisive action on one of the most critical and ongoing threats
to Europe's water systems: pesticide pollution. Despite agricultural pollution, including from pesticides, being
responsible for one third of the pressures on EU ground- and surface water, the leaked strategy does not propose
concrete actions to protect water bodies from harmful substances like PFAS found in pesticides and to
systematically reduce the use of synthetic pesticides in agriculture.

IFOAM Organics Europe welcomes the strategy’s commitment to research and innovation, particularly the
proposed R&I strategy and science-policy interface platform. However, we call for a dedicated budget line to
fund sustainable agricultural practices such as organic farming, ensuring their broad development and
implementation across the EU.

As the strategy is still in draft form, we remain hopeful that the Commission will correct this oversight. IFOAM
Organics Europe stands ready to work constructively with the Commission to ensure that the final Water
Resilience Strategy recognises the role of organic farming as a cornerstone of a water-secure, climate-resilient
Europe.

Ends.

Eric Gall, deputy director, eric.gall@organicseurope.bio, +32491072537
or visit www.organicseurope.bio
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EEA and European Commission reports
e EEA Report 07/2024: Europe’s state of water 2024: the need for improved water resilience
e  European Commission reports on the state of water in the European Union

Discussion on water resilience at our upcoming event

On 26 June, during the European Organic Congress which will be held in Warsaw (Poland), IFOAM Organics
Europe will hold a panel debate “Water resilience and organic farming: a natural fit for a thirsty future”. Register
now and take part in the discussion!

Other

e  Our briefing highlighting the benefits of organic farming for water resilience
e  Ourinfographic on how organic farming contributes to water resilience

IFOAM Organics Europe is the European umbrella organisation for organic food and farming. With almost 200
members in 34 European countries, our work spans the entire organic food chain and beyond: from farmers and
processors organisations, retailers, certifiers, consultants, traders, and researchers to environmental and
consumer advocacy bodies.

The work of IFOAM Organics Europe on this topic is co-financed by the LIFE programme of the
European Union, under the Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA).
This page only reflects the views of the authors and its sole responsibility lies with IFOAM Organics
Europe. The CINEA is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information provided.
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