
 
 

 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE 

Water Resilience Strategy recognises crucial role of organic but lacks ambition 

BRUSSELS, 4 JUNE 2025 – IFOAM Organics Europe welcomes the European Commission’s Water Resilience 

Strategy, a necessary European response to the growing water crisis. The acknowledgement of the role of organic 

farming for water resilience in improving soil health, water retention and reducing pollution is a step in the right 

direction. However, the Water Resilience Strategy lacks overall ambition and concrete action to effectively 

restore and protect water resources, specifically from pollution from pesticides. 

“The strategy explicitly highlights organic farming as a solution to improve water resilience. By refraining from 
the use of synthetic fertilisers and pesticides, and fostering soil health and biodiversity, organic farming is a key 
tool in tackling the water crisis and increase resilience to drought and floods”, said Jan Plagge, President of IFOAM 
Organics Europe.  

However, the Water Resilience Strategy fails to address one of the major threats to Europe’s water bodies: 
pesticide pollution. Agricultural pollution, including from pesticides, accounts for one third of the pressures on 
Europe’s ground- and surface water, yet the strategy lacks concrete action to reduce synthetic pesticide use and 
prevent contamination from harmful substances like PFAS found in pesticides at its source. 

“Leaving pesticide pollution out of the European Water Resilience Strategy is a major blind spot,” said Eduardo 
Cuoco, Director of IFOAM Organics Europe. “We cannot talk about restoring water quality while ignoring the 
impact of pesticides on our rivers, lakes and groundwater. With serious impacts on health and depollution costs, 
ranging from 5 to up to 100 billion a year for TFA (acid trifluoroacetic; PFAS residue) alone, it is not enough to 
clean up pollution, but we must prevent it in the first place.” 

To be effective the EU must step up its efforts to address the major sources of water pollution and adequately 
support solutions like organic farming through a CAP that rewards farmers engaged in sustainability. 

Ends. 

Contact details 
Eric Gall, deputy director, eric.gall@organicseurope.bio, +32491072537 

or visit www.organicseurope.bio 
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Background information 
 

EEA and European Commission reports 
• EEA Report 07/2024: Europe’s state of water 2024: the need for improved water resilience 

• European Commission reports on the state of water in the European Union 
 

Discussion on water resilience at our upcoming event 
On 26 June, during the European Organic Congress which will be held in Warsaw (Poland), IFOAM Organics 
Europe will hold a panel debate “Water resilience and organic farming: a natural fit for a thirsty future”. Register 
now and take part in the discussion! 
 

Other 
• Our briefing highlighting the benefits of organic farming for water resilience  

• Our infographic on how organic farming contributes to water resilience  
 
 
 
 
 
 
IFOAM Organics Europe is the European umbrella organisation for organic food and farming. With almost 200 
members in 34 European countries, our work spans the entire organic food chain and beyond: from farmers and 
processors organisations, retailers, certifiers, consultants, traders, and researchers to environmental and 
consumer advocacy bodies. 
 

 

The work of IFOAM Organics Europe on this topic is co-financed by the LIFE programme of the 
European Union, under the Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA). 
This page only reflects the views of the authors and its sole responsibility lies with IFOAM Organics 
Europe. The CINEA is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information provided. 

 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/europes-state-of-water-2024
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/circabc-ewpp/ui/group/c04f478b-d4dc-44f9-a211-087c01165b2c/library/3c13847a-3ec1-4ff8-b7e7-ce9dbbbf1afd
https://www.europeanorganiccongress.bio/
https://www.europeanorganiccongress.bio/
https://www.europeanorganiccongress.bio/
https://www.organicseurope.bio/content/uploads/2025/03/IFOAMEU_policy__water-resilience_briefing_FINAL_20250325.pdf
https://www.organicseurope.bio/content/uploads/2025/03/IFOAMEU_policy_water-resilience_infographic_202503.pdf

